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Course: Composition for WGCI 
Literature FIQWS 10105 HA1 
Classroom: TBD 
Class Meeting Times: TBD 
Instructor: Ms. Alexandra Cohl 
Contact Information: 
acohl@ccny.cuny.edu 
Office Location: TBD 
Office Hours: TBD 

 
       

"A word after a word after a word is power." 
--Margaret Atwood 

 
Course Description: First-Year Composition Mission Statement  
First-year composition courses at CCNY teach writing as a recursive and frequently collaborative 
process of invention, drafting, and revising. Writing is both personal and social, and students 
should learn how to write for different purposes and audiences. Since writing is a process of 
making meaning and communicating, FYC teachers respond mainly to the content of students’ 
writing as well as to recurring surface errors. Students should expect frequent written and oral 
responses on the content of their writing from their teachers and peers. Classes rely heavily on 
a workshop format. Instruction emphasizes the connection between writing, reading, and 
critical thinking; students should give thoughtful, reasoned responses to the readings. Both 
reading and writing are the subjects of class discussions and workshops, and students are 
expected to be active participants in the classroom community. Learning from each other will 
be a large part of the classroom experience. 
 
Course Learning Outcomes 

● Explore and analyze, in writing and reading, a variety of genres and rhetorical situations.  
● Develop strategies for reading, drafting, collaborating, revising, and editing. 
● Recognize and practice key rhetorical terms and strategies when engaged in writing 

situations. 
● Engage in the collaborative and social aspects of writing processes. 
● Understand and use print and digital technologies to address a range of audiences. 
● Locate research sources (including academic journal articles, magazine and newspaper 

articles) in the library’s databases or archives and on the Internet and evaluate them for 
credibility, accuracy, timeliness, and bias. 
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● Compose texts that integrate your stance with appropriate sources using strategies such 
as summary, critical analysis, interpretation, synthesis, and argumentation. 

● Practice systematic application of citation conventions. 

 
REQUIRED TEXT 
Bullock, Richard. The Norton Field Guide to Writing with Readings and Handbook. 5E Ed. New York. 
Norton: 2016.  
 
City College Blackboard (Bb): Any additional readings will be posted on Bb by the instructor.  
Please Note: You must use your CCNY email address in Bb (log in to the CCNY Portal, click 
Blackboard, then Update Email in the Tools menu). If you add a non-CCNY domain email address 
in this window, you will not receive important course announcements  
 
OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS 
Writing Journal: This can be a college-ruled notebook, a store-bought journal, a handmade journal, 
etc. Feel free to get creative, as long as it is separate from the notebook you use for notes and 
allows you to complete all journal entries over the course of the semester. Journals should have 
your name on it and have separate dates documented for each journal entry. 
 
 
 
COURSE POLICIES 
 
CCNY’s Statement on Community Standards 
https://www.ccny.cuny.edu/studentaffairs/community-standards 
 
Plagiarism and Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism is copying and using other people’s words without proper acknowledgment or 
citation as it is indicated in the CUNY Policy on Academic Integrity. All writing submitted for this 
course is understood to be your original work. Plagiarism is unacceptable and has serious 
consequences that can include a failing grade. In cases where I detect academic dishonesty (the 
fraudulent submission of another's work, in whole or part, as your own), you may be subject to 
a failing grade for the project or the course, and, in the worst case, to academic probation or 
expulsion. You are expected to read, understand, and adhere to CCNY’s Policy on Academic 
Integrity, which is available here: https://www.ccny.cuny.edu/about/integrity 
 
If you are unsure of how and when to include citations, please feel free to email me or speak 
with me during office hours. 
 
 
 
Attendance  
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Students are expected to attend every class session of this course and to be on time. Only miss 
class when you absolutely need to. Missing an extensive number of classes or having consistent 
late arrivals and early departures will have a negative impact on your grade. If you are not 
present, you will not be able to effectively fulfill the in-class participation portion of this class. If 
you know that you will be absent ahead of time, please email me. You will still be responsible 
for any homework due on that day. If you miss more than five classes, you will not be able to 
pass this course. If you have any special circumstances that will affect your attendance, please 
do not hesitate to reach out so that we can come up with a solution together. I am happy to 
work with you to help you complete this course. Refer to the College’s academic standards 
page for more information: https://www.ccny.cuny.edu/standards/faq 
 
Student Code of Conduct 
All student members of the College community are expected to conduct themselves in a 
manner that demonstrates mutual respect for the rights and personal/academic well-being of 
others, preserves the integrity of the social and academic environment, and supports the 
mission of the College. The College has an inherent right to address behavior that impedes, 
obstructs, or threatens the maintenance of order and attainment of the aforementioned goals 
by violating the standards of conduct set forth in the University student conduct policies noted 
below as well as other policies that may be established by the respective Schools, Global Sites, 
and administrative offices of the University. The goals of the CCNY Community Standards are: 

• To promote a campus environment that supports the overall educational mission of 
the University 

• To protect the University community from disruption and harm 
• To encourage appropriate standards of individual and group behavior 
• To foster ethical values and civic virtues 
• To foster personal learning and growth while at the same time holding individuals 

and groups accountable to the standards of expectations established by the Code of 
Conduct: http://www.ccny.cuny.edu/studentaffairs/community-standards.cfm 

Food and Drinks 
Please do not eat in class; it can cause a real distraction for other students. You are welcome to 
bring a light drink, such as water, coffee, and tea.  
 
Digital Devices 
Cell phone, laptop, and tablet use is prohibited during class. Please keep them closed and put 
away. Exceptions may arise if we must use these electronics for in-class work. When we do use 
devices for in-class work, they should only be used for the class related activity. Using devices in 
class for social media, personal conversations, etc. can be distracting not only to you but to 
your classmates. Please respect their learning environment, as well as your own. Your classes 
are times specifically carved out for you to explore, think deeply, learn, and be present. Let 
yourself do that. If you have any concerns, please speak to me after class or email me directly.   
 
Contacting Your Instructor 
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I am available during office hours by appointment or via email. Please feel free to email me with 
any questions or any additional materials relevant to the course that you would like to share 
with your classmates. I encourage each of you to visit me during office hours at least once this 
semester. You have many resources available to you as you obtain your degree—office hour 
time is one of them.  

Late Assignments 
All major assignments are due on Blackboard and must be submitted by 2:00 p.m. on the date 
specified in our course calendar. Hard copies of each major assignment must also be brought to 
class. All late papers will be dropped half a letter grade for each day it is late beyond the due 
date. Problems with computers/printers/internet are not excuses for late work. Save your 
work frequently, back up your files (in multiple places!), don’t wait until the last minute to print, 
and plan your projects with extra time allowed for inevitable glitches. No late submissions are 
accepted for other homework assignments. Please speak to me or email me before the due 
date if you have any concerns about completion. 

 
STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES  
 
Gateway Advising Center, NAC 1/220 
http://www.ccny.cuny.edu/gateway/ 
Students without a declared major can receive academic advising, especially if you have 
questions about your course of study, core requirements, etc.  

  
AccessAbility Center Tutoring Services, NAC 1/218 
http://www.ccny.cuny.edu/accessability/ 
Provides one-on-one tutoring and workshops to all registered students with learning or physical 
disabilities. 

 
SEEK Peer Academic Learning Center, NAC 4/224 
Phone: 212-650-5786; email: seekpals@ccny.cuny.edu 
Offers counseling and peer tutoring for students in need of academic and financial support who 
have registered for the SEEK Program. 
 
The Writing Center 
The CCNY Writing Center provides a supportive learning environment where students can have 
one-on-one tutoring sessions with experienced writing consultants. The Writing Center is 
located on the third floor of the North Academic Center (NAC). Students can schedule and 
appointment either by going to the Center in person, or by calling (212) 650-8104. This is a free 
resource available to all students and recommended for all writing assigned in this class. The 
Center also has a computer lab open to students where students can use computers and 
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printers during operating hours (up to 15 pages a day). For more information on hours, location 
and services, please visit the official website of the CCNY Writing Center: 
http://www.ccny.cuny.edu/writing/  
 
Special Needs and Accommodations 
For a complete list of Student Support Services please check the college website at 
http//www.ccny.cuny.edu/sssp 
 
 
ESSAY ASSIGNMENTS________________________________________________ 
 
All final essay drafts should be submitted on Blackboard under the Assignments tab by 1:00 
p.m. on the due date. A printed copy should be brought to class. (Two or three copies on the day 
of peer review and one copy on the final copy due date). First drafts due printed in class. 
 
Assignment #1: Literacy Narrative (The Norton Field Guide to Writing: Chapter 10) and 
Reflection/Self-Assessment (15%). Write a narrative essay about a specific event that impacted 
your literacy development. As you begin, consider positive, negative, or “somewhere in 
between” interactions that affected your development and choose one that stands out. Refer 
to pages 87 and 91 in The Norton Field Guide to Writing to help with brainstorming and 
narrowing down your topic. In class, we will workshop the first draft in peer review groups. You 
are also required to turn-in a Reflection/Self-Assessment in which you discuss your rhetorical 
choices and reflect on the revision choices you made after peer review. (Word Count and 
Format: Narrative: 850-950 words | Reflection/Self-Assessment: 250-300 words. Both should 
be size 12 font, Times New Roman, standard margins, double-spaced, pages numbered, MLA 
format.) 
 
Assignment #2:  Exploratory Essay (The Norton Field Guide to Writing: Chapter 12) and 
Reflection/Self-Assessment (15%): Write an exploratory essay to report on a specific topic from 
the list provided to you by your instructors and effectively inform your audience of it. In this 
case, you may assume that your audience is an amateur on the subject. Find three secondary 
sources to guide and back up your discussion to inform your topic. Outside research should 
include magazines, newspapers, and/or peer-reviewed journal articles. You should not simply 
summarize your research but interpret and make connections between your sources to create a 
coherent essay. Remember, you do not need to devise an argument or persuade your audience 
of anything. Rather, you want to leave your readers feeling enlightened and engaged. (Word 
Count: Essay: 1400-1500 words (Works Cited page does not count toward the word count) | 
Reflection/Self-Assessment: 300-400 words. Both should be size 12 font, Times New Roman, 
standard margins, double-spaced, pages numbered, MLA format.) 
 
Assignment #3: Researched Critical Analysis (The Norton Field Guide to Writing: Chapter 13) 
and Reflection/Self-Assessment (20%): Write a researched critical analysis essay that makes an 
argument about one (or two) of the literary texts on our syllabus about its depiction of a theme 
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described in the list below. Rather than explaining the theme (or concept), you will primarily be 
relying on the literary text to support and prove your interpretation/argument. That is, your 
thesis must be an argument about the literary text’s depiction of the theme (or concept) you 
choose. Use this opportunity to be critical, ask questions, and make claims based in your own 
research and experience. Use at least five secondary sources to substantiate your claims (your 
first three can be the ones used for your exploratory essay), whether to provide historical or 
sociological background information, psychological insight, or critical readings of the literary 
texts under discussion. Make sure to present the research accurately and clearly, citing all 
sources. (Word Count: Essay: 2200-2300 words | Reflection/Self-Assessment: 500-600 words. 
Both should be size 12 font, Times New Roman, standard margins, double-spaced, pages 
numbered, MLA format.) 
 
 
OTHER ASSIGNMENTS________________________________________________________ 
Reflection/Self-Assessment Assignments (included in assignment weights): A Reflection/Self-
Assessment is assigned after every essay assignment, as well as the electronic portfolio. One 
goal of the course is for you to reflect on your writing in order to heighten your awareness of 
what you know about writing and to give you a vocabulary to discuss it. In these reflections, you 
should make use of the rhetorical terms we discuss throughout the semester to describe your 
own work. For each reflective assignment, you should describe your own essay in terms of: 

• genre (what are its characteristic features) 
• exigence (what need motivated the writer) 
• purpose (what did the writer hope to accomplish) 
• audience (who is the potential audience for the essay) 
• context (what is the writer’s rhetorical situation? what is the relationship between the 

writer, his/her/their audience, and the medium?) 
These short reflections will prepare you to write the final Self-Reflection. Grade weights for 
essay Reflections/Self-Assessments factor into your overall grade for that assignment. 
 
Final Portfolio and Final Assessment (20%): The portfolio is a rhetorical analysis of your own 
work and an opportunity to reflect on and demonstrate what you learn over the course of this 
semester. The portfolio should include references to genre, audience, purpose, stance, 
rhetorical situation, media/design, and exigence. It also gives you the chance to showcase your 
achievement of the course learning outcomes. The portfolios will be collected by the first-year 
writing program, so they must be in a digital format. You will be creating your portfolio 
through Academic Commons, which we will review together in class. We will also, at times, 
work on our portfolios during class.  

Peer Review (10%): The giving and receiving of feedback is an important and regular part of this 
class. As a writer, surrounding yourself with supportive, fellow writers can be invaluable to the 
writing process. We are all writers in this class, regardless of our level of experience with 
writing. Over the course of the semester, you will be grouped with other students to workshop 
drafts of your essay assignments; these groups will remain the same throughout the semester. 
Please do your best to attend each class in which we peer review—the more you engage with 
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your group, the more each member will get out of it. Your grade will be contingent on both 
your own involvement (bringing your writing to be reviewed) and your contribution in providing 
positive, constructive feedback. If you have any concerns, please email me or schedule an 
appointment during office hours. If you must miss a peer review day, it is up to you to reach 
out and explain your absence and inquire about alternate ways to fulfill this requirement.  

Blackboard Discussion Posts (5%): Throughout the semester, you will be asked to participate in 
our online discussion forum on Blackboard (Bb). Some of these posts will give you the chance to 
think about and respond to certain readings before class. Some of them will help you prepare 
for larger assignments. While these posts are informal, please ensure that any typographical or 
grammatical errors do not interfere with your meaning. At times, I may instruct you to respond 
to at least one other post. In these cases, remember to ask meaningful questions. These posts 
will help us begin and continue conversations outside of the classroom. Word count will vary 
and be identified for each post. 
 
Class Participation (10%): Throughout the semester, we will engage in a variety of participatory 
activities that include written responses, verbal comments and questions, group work, reading, 
etc. The more you respectfully engage with the course and its participants, the better your 
participation score will be. I am interested in hearing your voice, your thoughts, your opinions, 
and your questions. If you have any concerns, please speak to me directly.   
 
Journal (5%): In an effort to gain fluency and enjoyment in writing, we will begin each class 
session with a brief writing session. In these sessions, we will write an informal or formal 
response to that prompt for the day. These responses will be written in your writing journal. 
Journals must be brought to class each session. At the end of the semester, you will be graded 
on completion, not content. Now, while some of you may be excited by this process, I 
understand others may dread it. I simply want you to keep an honest, open mind with yourself 
and with this daily process. All writers struggle with writing at some point. The more we write, 
either through stream-of-consciousness or thoughtful precision, the easier it becomes.   
 
GRADING 

Literacy Narrative                                             15 % 
Exploratory Essay                                             15 % 
Critical Analysis                                                 20 % 
Portfolio and Final Assessment                     20 % 
Peer review participation                                10 % 
In-class participation                                        10 % 
Blackboard Discussion Posts                            5  %                                 
Journal                                                                 5  % 
 

Grading Scale* 
A+ 97-100 % A 93-96 % A- 90-92 % 
 
B+  87-89 % B  83-86 % B- 80-82 % 
 
C+  77-79 % C 73-76 % C- 70-72 % 
 
D 60-69 %              F < 60 % 

 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE* 
 

Date and Day of Week Assignment Due on this Date In Class Plan 
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Week 1 
Monday, January 28th    • Introductions 

• Writing exercise(s) 
Wednesday, January 30th  • Print syllabus and 

bring to class 
• Bring notebook for 

journals to class 
 
 

 

• Introduction to 
syllabus 

• 1st journal 
• In-class reading 
• Review Literacy 

Narrative assignment.  

Week 2 
Monday, February 4th  • Acquire Norton text  

• Read “Always Living in 
Spanish; Recovering 
the Familiar, through 
Language” on 
Blackboard 

• Read “Sometimes the 
‘Tough Teen’” in 
Norton on pages 688 
to 691.  

• Respond to 1st Bb 
prompt by 8:00 a.m. 

• 2nd Journal  
• Discuss readings 
• Brainstorm idea for 

own literacy narrative 

Wednesday, February 6th  
 

• Read Chapters 5-8 in 
Norton  

• Read pages 87-97 in 
Norton 

• 3rd Journal  
• Discuss reading in 

terms of Literacy 
Narrative assignment 

• Writing exercise 
  Week 3 
Monday, February 11th  • Literacy Narrative 1st 

draft due in class 
• Library intro session—

Meet at the library. 
Wednesday, February 13th  
 

• Read Chapter 32 in 
Norton 
Bring 2-3 copies of 
your Literacy 
Narrative to class 

• Prep for peer review 
• Peer Review on 

Literacy Narrative 
 

Week 4 
Monday, February 18th  N/A No Class – College Closed 

Wednesday, February 20th   • Submit Literacy 
Narrative final copy 
on Bb by 1:00 p.m. 

• 4th Journal 
• Introduction to the 

Exploratory Essay 
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Hard copy in class 
with draft. 

• Hard copy of 
Reflection/Self-
Assessment due in 
class 

 

Week 5 
Monday, February 25th   • Read Ch. 35 

• Read 148-156 of 
Chapter 12 in Norton 
Respond to 2nd Bb 
prompt by 8:00 a.m. 

• 5th Journal 
• Discuss reading 
• Review invention 

techniques 

Wednesday, February 27th  • Read Chapter 29 in 
Norton  

 

• 6th Journal 
• Review Chapters 51 

and 53 in Norton 
Week 6 

Monday, March 4th     • Discuss and practice 
quoting, 
paraphrasing, and 
summarizing   

• Review Chapter 54 
Review MLA citations 

Wednesday, March 6th   • Exploratory Essay first 
draft due in class 

• Bring 2-3 copies of 
your Exploratory 
essay to class 

• Peer review on 
Exploratory Essay 

Week 7 
Monday, March 11th   • Work on Exploratory 

Essay 
• Introduce Portfolio 

assignment 
• Create page and send 

link to instructor 
•  Computer lab TBD 

Wednesday, March 13th   • Work on Exploratory 
Essay 

• 7th Journal 
• Introduction to 

Critical Analysis Essay 
• Intro to arguments 

Week 8 
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Monday, March 18th   • Exploratory Essay final 
copy on Bb by 1:00 
p.m. Hard copy in 
class 

• Self-reflection hard 
copy due in class 

• Literary analysis intro 
 

Wednesday, Mach 20th   • LA Times article on 
Bb; print and bring to 
class 

• Literary analysis thesis 
discussion 

• Writing across genres 
Week 9 

Monday, March 25th   • Read Chapters 17 
• 3rd Bb post due at 

8:00 a.m. 

• Midterm reviews 
• In-class activity 

Wednesday, March 27th     • 8th Journal 
• Discuss student 

teacher conferences 
• Incorporating 

citations 
• Introduce extra credit 

Week 10 
Monday, April 1st    No formal class. Meet with 

instructor outside of class. 
Wednesday, April 3rd    No formal class. Meet with 

instructor outside of class. 
Week 11 

Monday, April 8th  • Post working thesis 
statement to Bb by 
1:00 p.m. (4th Bb post) 

• Bring in literacy 
narrative 

• Self-Assess/Prep for 
portfolio 

Wednesday, April 10th   • Work on Critical 
Analysis Essay 

• 9th Journal 
• literary analysis ext. 

Week 12 
Monday, April 15th   • Critical Analysis Essay 

1st draft due in class 
• Grade your own 

critical analysis paper  
 

Wednesday, April 17th   • Bring 2-3 copies of 
your Critical Analysis 
essay to class 

• Peer review on Critical 
Analysis Essay 

Week 13 
Monday, April 22nd   Spring Recess  No class – Spring Recess  

Wednesday, April 24th  Spring Recess No class – Spring Recess 
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Week 14 
Monday, April 29th  • Read Chapter 9 and 

Chapter 34 in Norton. 
• Respond to 5th Bb 

prompt by 8:00 a.m. 
• Completed journal 

due in class 

• 10th Journal 
• Portfolio 
• Computer lab TBD   

Wednesday, May 1st  • Critical Analysis Essay 
final copy on Bb by 
1:00 p.m. Hard copy in 
class 

• Computer lab  
Portfolio work  

Week 15 
Monday, May 6th   • Bring 2-3 copies of 

Final Self-Assessment 
• Peer review Self-

Assessment 
Wednesday, May 8th   
 

• Work on portfolio • Portfolio work in class 

Week 16 

Monday, May 13th   • DUE: Self-Assessment 
and Portfolios 

• Final writing exercise 
and workshop 

• Have a great summer! 

 
*This syllabus and course schedule lay out a plan for the semester. This plan may change if the need 
arises and is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion. Any and all changes will be announced in 
class or via Blackboard. 
 


